W t L o b t | had a plan for this. | was going to tie in my recent
es 1 er y Girls Trip to our Sunday School class study. It was
Chrictian Church going to be deep. It would make you ponder and
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‘&‘ August 2025 Newsletter reflect. But then JD. He went and used Al to make a
point and daggone it! | like it! It’s pertinent. It’s thought provoking. What do you think?

It’s August. The month of transition (ask any teacher or student-they can tell you)! Not quite back-to
-school time, yet not fully summer. Vacations are winding down, or being crammed in at the last
minute. Soon schedules will shift from carefree, to carefully planned. Yes, August is a month of
transition but in our church it is a month of invitation.

First, it is an Invitation to Pause. Before the chaos that is full-fledged Fall takes root, let’s catch our
breath and reflect on our blessings to this point. Where has God been at work in your life? What
prayers have been answered? What burdens do you continue to carry that desperately need to be
laid down before the Lord? Even Jesus paused. He withdrew to quiet places, not to escape, but to
deepen His connection with the Father. We need to slow down and re-connect too. Enjoy a cook-out
or picnic with family and friends. Sit a spell on your porch. Breath deeply and hear the birds chirping.
Watch the hummingbirds and butterflies. Take a walk around your yard, or at a park, or in the
woods. Draw close to the Creator who makes all things beautiful in their time (Ecc. 3:11).

August also offers an Invitation to Recommit. As Fall quickly approaches, so does our new church
calendar. This is the season for planning. Bible studies, Sunday School, youth programs, service
opportunities, outreaches. Ask yourself: Where is God calling me to serve this year? What gifts do |
have that can be used to build up the Body of Christ? What is my relationship like with my church?
Have | allowed myself to grow distant? Is it time for me to change that, to enter back into full fellow-
ship with my family of believers? The writer of Hebrews urges us to “...consider how we may spur
one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together...but encouraging one
another” (Heb. 10:24-25). If you feel a bit adrift, know that there is always a place for you here. You
are welcomed, needed and most of all, loved.

Lastly, August gives us an Invitation to Prepare. Spring and Summer have all but gone and now is the
time for us to look ahead. While August brings new opportunities for ministry and discipleship, it
also brings challenges—busier schedules, changes in family routines, the emotional weight of transi-
tion itself. How can we enter this next season not with stress, but with spiritual readiness? Begin by
preparing your heart. Set aside intentional time to read the Bible, to pray with purpose, and to ask
the Lord for guidance. Is there a new spiritual practice you’d like to start? A new devotional habit to
start or strengthen? A burden you’ve been called to release? Let August be the soil in which your
faith deepens—so that when fall arrives you are not scrambling to catch up, rather, you are stepping
forward with confidence in Christ. In this in-between month, find your moments of stillness that
refresh your soul. Take opportunities to reconnect with God...and with each other. Feel the excite-
ment of a brand new season to come. Let us walk together into the future that God has prepared for
us...and for which He has prepared us! Walk now with Faith, Hope and Love.
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Answers

1. Samuel
2. Apriest

3. It budded,
bloomed and

produced almonds
4. Jerusalem

5. Forty years old
6. Priests & Judges
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Room #312 B
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159 Edgington Lane
Wheeling, WV 26003

Liz Hunt

c/o0 Cathy Wheelock
5 Equinox Court
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Delmar, NY 12054

Gabriel Deaner Petersen

PO Box 331400 PMB1082 20 Homestead Avenue

5280 Pendleton Avenue  Wheeling, WV 26003
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Alaire Ernest Erin B.
Albert Bond Erin S. :
Alice Esther Bond Norman Clampitt

Amber Clark &Family

Grace Maxwell

Pam & Dennis & TRAC

Angel

Graduates, Teachers, Students

Pam Shram

Angie Sayre Grieving Pregnant Friend to Ruby
Ark Trip Hannah Mozingo Roma Dailey

Arnold Morris Harold & Liz Hunt Sam Lantz

Aubrey Helen Loew Sally Bowie

Audrey M. James Krillie Sayre Family

Baby James & Mom Jennie Sharon Bartoe

Barbara Fairbanks

Jimmy Jones

Sharon Wilson

Bea Armentrout

Jimmy Rinehart

Steve Bliss

Betty Buchannon

Joan Hunter

Stewart Family

Bill Brewer John Vensel & Family Tim Heildabrant
Bus Driver Volunteers Joint Service Todd Hood

C.C. Roxby Kaleb Travelers

Carol Baniak Kim McConnaughey Unsaved

Chip Bond Krina Unspoken

Chris Logan Stewart U.S. Country/Gov’t

Daven Robinson

Marian Stone

Victims of Natural Disasters

Dorothy Hatfield

Maverick

Wellsburg Christian Church—
Pastor Search

Dutch Fork Pastor Search

Melissa Carnahan

Winnie

Emily Jones Molly Betts Wyatt Hoffman
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1. Who said to the Lord “Speak, for your servant is listening”?

2. In the parable of the good Samaritan, who was the first person to see

6. Before the kings, who governed Israel?

the injured man on the road to Jericho?

3. What strange thing happened to Aaron’s rod?
4. Under Solomon’s reign, where was the Ark of the Covenant located?
5. How old was Moses when he first left Egypt?
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